Chapter  VI
*
'PLACES  IN THE SUN'
a
t the beginning of July 1925 Eden interrupted his
political activities to undertake a journalistic mission
for the Yorkshire Post. Although his career was now likely
to be first and foremost political, he had not given up his
journalistic interests and pretensions, and he reinforced his
connexion by marriage with the Post by regular free-lance
work. He had surveyed the Parliamentary scene for a year
under the pseudonym of £ Back Bencher', and also con-
tinued to contribute book reviews and art criticisms. In the
summer of 1925, however, he applied to his father-in-law
to be the Yorkshire Post's representative to the Imperial
Press Conference which was to be held in Melbourne in
the forthcoming September. He was duly appointed, to the
noticeable annoyance of one or two of the more regular
members of the staff, who felt they had a prior claim to a
world-trip on the paper's behalf and at the paper's expense.
For Eden the project was in itself attractive. The desire
for travel which he had gratified while at the University,
that had led him into half the capitals of Europe and as
far afield as Constantinople and Teheran,1 was strong
within him and required fresh outlets. While politically
he had not only a leaning towards first-hand information
but also a real belief in the potentialities of a vigorous
policy of Imperial development, it was only natural that he
should put his ideas to the test by seeing the Empire for
himself. He recorded his impressions in a series of articles
1 The New Yor^ Times recalls a journey he made there immediately after the
war with Sir Mark Sykes, the great free-lance diplomatist of the Sykes-Picot
Agreement fame. I have been unable to obtain any further details of his associa-
tions with this almost legendary hero of the Near East, but it would seem that
his politics developed as a sort of by-product of his wanderlust.
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